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10 '-me coM^b'il'tnsTorie oj 
hec feckcs my life, his rcafon well /know 5 
I oft dcliucra from his fbrfcytures 
many that haue at times made mone to me, 
therefore he hates me. 
iW. I am furc the Duke will neuer grant 
this forfeiture to hold. 

tA». The Duke cannot denie the courfe of kw : 
for the commoditie that ftrangers haue 
with vs in Venice, if it be deny ed, 
will much impeach the iuftice of the Date, 
fince that the trade and profit of the cjtty 
confifleth of all Nations. Therefore goe, 
thefe griefes and loflcs haue fo bated me 
that / (hall hardly fpare a pound of flefh 
to morrow, to my bloody Creditor. 

Well Taylor on, pray God Bajfattio come 
to fee me pay bis debt, and then / care not. £xtu»\. 
Enter Portia, Nerrijpt, L*re»z.Q, lejfica, and a 
man of ‘Tor das. 

Lor , Maddam, although 1 fpeake it inyour prcfence, 
you haue a noble and a true conccitc 
of god-like amine, which appeared rnoft fire ugly 
in bearing thus the abfencc of your Lord . 

But if you knew to whom you Ihow this honour, 
how true a gentleman you fend releefe, < 
how deere a louer of my Lord your husband,' 

I know you would be prouder of the works 
then cuftomarie bountie can enforce you. 

Tor, I neuer did repent for dooihg good, 
nor (bail not now ; for in companions 
that doe conuerfe and waft the time together, 
vvhofefoules doe bearc an egall yoke of loue, 
there muft be needes a like proportion 
of lyniamcnts, of manners, and of fpirit ? 

, vvhich makes me thinke that this tAnthom 
beeing the bofome louer of my Lord, 
muft needes be like my Lord. If it be fo, 



MeTcmm of nnwr. 


Howlittleisthc coft Ibauebeftowcd 
Krchafing thefemblance of my foulc$ 
6J5 out th? ftate of hdlilh cruelty, 

T h ?comes too ncere the praifing of my felfc, 
Therefore no more of it : heere other things 


inerciuiwwv. 

Lornfi I commit into your hands, 

The husbandry and mannage of my houfe, 

Vntill my Lords returne : for mine owne part 
I haue toward heauen breath d a fccrct vowe. 

To liue in praver and contemplation, 

Onely attended by T^rMcctc, 

Vntill her husband and my Lords returne, 

There is a Monaftry two miles 0 -It, 

And there we will abide. 1 doe dclire you 

not to denie this impofition, 

the which my louc and foroc ncccuity 

nowlayes vponyou. 

Lorenf. Madame, with all my hart, 

I (hall obey you in all feirc commaunds. 

Tor. My people doc already know my mind. 

And will acknowledge you and JejJic* 
in place of Lord 'Bafnio and my felfc. 

So far you well till wc fhall meetc againe. 

Lor. Fairc thoughts and happy hourcs attend on you. 

hjjt. 1 wifh your Ladifhip all harts content. 

Tor. I thank you for your with, and am well pleafd 
to wifh it back on you s far you wtMjeJJtca. Sxttmt • 

Now Tjftlthafcr, as I haue eucr found thee honeft true, 

So let me find thee ftiU : take this fame letter, 
and vfe thou all th’indeuour of a man, 

In fpeede to Mantua, fee thou render this 

Into my cofin hands Doftor r Belario y 

And look® what notes and garments he doth glue thee, 

bring them /pray thee with imagin’d fpeede 

vnto the Traneft, to the common Ferric 

vvhich trades to Venice \ waft no time in words 

but get thee gone. I fhall be there before thee. 

e 6 g. 
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